City of Gilbert
		Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 26, 2026
Council Chambers

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 6:18PM
Quorum determined.
	
Present: Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., Councilor Bob Pontinen, Councilor Paul Skrbec, Councilor Ryan Redepenning and Councilor Rudy Vertachnik; Deputy Clerk Lynn Lorey, Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage and Police Chief Ty Techar

Pledge of Allegiance

Additions to the Agenda: Under New Business: J. Special Meeting June 1st, K.  Paul Turja – Northland Small Engines Curb/Alley, L. Summer Help. Under Old Business: C. Change Order for the Community Center.

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen to approve the Additions to the Agenda. MCU  

Consent Agenda:
	City Council Minutes
· May 12, 2026 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
· May 12, 2026 City Council Working Session Minutes

Boards and Commission Minutes

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve the Consent Agenda. MCU  

Public Participation: Tim Mattson, announced his candidacy to run for St. Louis County Commissioner for District 6.  He spoke to the council and public regarding his decision to run.  He would like to make this city and county a better place to live.


Reports – Mayor & Council
Councilor Rudy Vertachnik: Mesabi Bituminous finished their work at the cemetery.  Culvert work left by the city crew, if not yet completed.
Gavitt property update: City may need to change easement and re-route.  Councilor Paul Skrbec suggested getting the area zoned for Park, to protect it.  The issue is using a portion of the trail to access the residential driveway.  The trail does not belong to the City.  Communication will need to happen with the trail owners to discuss solutions.  Councilor Ryan Redepenning suggested having the trail owners come out and assess the situation.
Councilor Rudy Vertachnik also voiced concerns about putting a modular home on R-4 District, stating there is a convenance for this area. Clerk Lynn Lorey asked Councilor Rudy Vertachnik to provide her with a copy of it.  Councilor Bob Pontinen stated in can be changed to R-1. 

Councilor Paul Skrbec: Reminder that candidate filings are open.  Mayor position is open and 2 – four-year council seats and 1 – two-year council seat.
A big thank you to the fire departments regarding the fire along Hwy 135.  The entire town is grateful to all for their hard work in keeping the city safe.
Councilor Paul Skrbec would like the council to look at the City of Gilbert’s Fire Department’s PERA.  They are the lowest paid in the area and he thinks this should be revisited as we continue to recruit professionals and have one of the Fire Departments in the area.

Councilor Ryan Redepenning: Suggested Mesabi Bituminous look at Ore Be Gone Court when they come and do potholes as there are some massive holes there.  There is some having of the concrete.  Clerk Lynn Lorey stated a list was given to Mesabi Bituminous so she will talk to them about Ore Be Gone Court.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik wants a copy of the list given to Mesabi Bituminous.
IT Update: Communicating with Tusker.

Councilor Bob Pontinen: Asked the Council what their feelings are when it comes to mowing time.  Is it necessary to move the entire lots or maybe just do a perimeter pass.   Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr.  stated it is a statewide mandate to keep the weeds under control, this is why it’s mowed.
Councilor Paul Skrbec would like to know how long it takes to mow: Sherwood Forest Drive, Enterprise Drive, Gillespie Area, Hopkins Park, Arena, Kennedy Patrk, Ballfields and by AEOA.  Perhaps knowing that can help to save some time.  Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. reminded the council that we don’t want blight.  Police Chief Ty Techar stated they have contractors for clean up but use the city crew to cut overgrown grass on blight properties.  Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. would like to see the county take care of their own mowing.  Police Chief Ty Techar stated he can check into the Sentenced to Serve program to see if they can help clean the blight properties.

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. :  Thank you to Fire Chief Nemanick and to the Fire Department, DNR and all those that helped prevent a catastrophe to Gilbert.  We had a nice, quick response.
Councilor Bob Pontinen suggested the Fire Department clean the front corner of their building and suggested how to clean the tar.

Reports – Staff, Boards & Council:
Fire Chief Anthony Nemanick: working on applying for AFG grant for SCBA’s, compression storage and refill area at around $143k.
Also applied to the State Farm Good Neighbor grant for $10k, will know in August if we get it.
Firecat will be here hose testing in July, it’s in the budget.  Will reach out to Public Works Director Sam Lautigar and the best place for them to do the hose testing.
Compression service has been done for the year, that’s a budgeted item as well.
Thank you to everyone for their support during the fire, to the neighboring fire departments, DNR and our police for all their work.
Apologies to the community as the Fire Department was not able to get to grass burning this year with the rain and winds.  Hopefully they will be able to do it next year.
Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., suggested needing some volunteers from the Fire Department for the Kiddie Parade and some races.  He also thanked the Cemetery Board and all the volunteers and Public Works for the great job cleaning up the Cemetery.  Mayor Oberstar Jr also thanked Councilor Paul Skrbec and all the volunteers who did the flowers in town.

Police Chief Ty Techar: Last couple weeks have been hectic.  There have been two second degree assaults wither involving a firearm or knife, with arrests made in both.  Both occurred at rental properties in town.  They also made the second largest methamphetamine bust in Gilbert last Saturday.  Over 2 pounds of meth found in a rental property.  There’s a trend here with dealing with our rental properties.  In the last 37 search warrants for methamphetamine, 33 have been rental properties.  Working with getting property owners held accountable.

The Hwy 135 fire the other day happened to be the first fire of the day, which was why we were able to have 5 planes here helping.  The fire jumped 150 yards within moments, from the wind.  Gave great feedback on new Fire Chief Nemanick’s performance during the Hwy 135 fire.  The crew at the water plant did great as well.
Mixed reviews regarding the emergency message that was sent out, that is being looked in to.  A debriefing will take place with the county, DNR, etc.

Councilor Bob Pontinen suggested having landlords be required to record who lives in the rental properties.  Councilor Paul Skrbec suggested a rental ordinance which would have all landlords, regardless of property size, need to register their tenants with the city.  It would help facilitate utility billing, but it would also pass information along for fire protection, knowing how many people are in the building.  We should also look at an ordinance to make sure these rental homes meet basic health and fire codes.  There is difficulty in reaching homeowners late at night, so updated contact information would be good.  Councilor Paul Skrbec suggested establishing a rental license, as the city would be able to establish many of these things as having a rental property is considered a business.

Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey: Discussion took place regarding the “hybrid’ position that was advertised.  Clerk Lynn Lorey met with Councilor Paul Skrbec and Water/Wastewater supervisor Trudy Salo and it was decided to make a Maintenance 2 position with internship as it has been hard to recruit for the hybrid position.  The original posting will be for a Public Works employee and the internship would bring it over to water/wastewater.

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec seconded by Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., to approve repost the hybrid position as a Maintenance 2 position.  Motion carries 3 to 2, Councilors Bob Pontinen and Rudy Vertachnik voting nay.  

Pavilion roof at the campground estimate is around $4750.  Waiting for a written quote from CC Winger.  We will also get another quote.

Use for the requested brush hog is for tall brush, power lines, campground and the sewer plant.  Minnesota Power no longer does it.  Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr., suggested budgeting for it next year.  Discussion also took place on contracting it out.
Information was given on replacing 1 hydrant, 2 curb stops and 6” main valve.  The City would supply the hydrant, 2 EZ would do the rest, estimated to be between $14,000-$20,000.

Councilor Ryan Redepenning requested the council get Public Works requests on paper, including when, where, and any other pertinent description.  A more formal process to help the council make decisions better.

More info is needed on the tailgate for the dump truck before the council will make a decision.

Audit update, still the same.  

Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. stepped off the chair to make a motion. 
Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec, to approve the Capital Asset policy from ABDO.  It gives guidelines where everything should be going, no cost, just a tool to help put things where they should be going.  MCU

Clerk Lynn Lorey will get more information and guidance from City Attorney Bryan Lindsay on how to handle a situation where someone is very behind on their utilities but due to medical conditions cannot have the power turned off. 

Update on the air exchanger at the campground.  Materials have been ordered so work will start soon.
Update on the windows for the Public Works building, windows have been ordered, it will take a few weeks for them to come in.

Old Business:
Check Register:
a. Check register 5/1/2026 – 5/13/2026
b. Check register 5/14/2026
Timesheets for Employees

Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. stepped off the chair to make a motion.
Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec, to approve the 4/29/2026 check register. MCU

Clerk Lynn Lorey stated everyone’s accruals will now be correct and corrected on their next timesheets.

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec seconded by Mayor Karl Oberstr Jr., to approve the change orders for the community center updates of $53,979.  MCU
New Business:
Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. stepped off the chair to make a motion.
Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr., seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec to approve the Supplemental Agreement with SEH, not to exceed $25k.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec seconded by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. to approve the temporary alcohol licenses for the 3rd of July and the Crawl 4 the Cure event for the Gilbert Fire Relief Association.  MCU

Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. stepped off the chair to make a motion.
Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr., seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec to approve a Special Meeting with a closed session on June 1, 2026 at 6:00 PM.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve up to $8k in labor costs associated with the curb construction project for Paul Turja, property owner is responsible for all materials and any labor cost over $8k.  MCU

Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. stepped off the chair to make a motion.
Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr., seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec to hire Zachary Anderson for Summer Help.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve Resolution 2026-04, library donation for $1347.0 from the Mary Russo Memorial Fund. MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve Resolution 2026-05, library donation for $3,276.48 from the Leon Olson Gifford Fund. MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve Resolution 2026-06, library donation for $6,516.68 from the St. Paul & Minnesota Foundation. MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to adjourn meeting at 8:38 PM.   MCU
*These minutes are paraphrased and are not written word for word.



ATTEST:                                                              
     ___________________________________
                                                                              Lynn Lorey, Deputy Clerk
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor
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