City of Gilbert
		Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting
Tuesday, June 23, 2026
Council Chambers

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 6:12PM
Quorum determined.
	
Present: Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., Councilor Bob Pontinen, Councilor Ryan Redepenning and Councilor Rudy Vertachnik; Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage, City Attorney Bryan Lindsay
Absent with Notice: Councilor Paul Skrbec, Deputy Clerk Lynn Lorey

Pledge of Allegiance

Corrections to the Agenda: Correction to the check register under Old Business: Date should be 6/10/26

Additions to the Agenda: Under New Business: D. Advertise for bids for manhole project; E. Resolution 2026-17 accepting $250 donation to the library. 

Motion by Councilor Ryan Redepenning, seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen to approve the Additions to the Agenda. MCU  

Consent Agenda:
	City Council Minutes
· June 9, 2026 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
· June 9, 2026 City Council Working Session Minutes
· June 1, 2026 City Council Special Meeting Minutes 

Boards and Commission Minutes
· June 1, 2026 Library Board Meeting Minutes

Motion by Councilor Bob Pontinen, seconded by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik to approve the Consent Agenda. MCU  

Public Participation: None


Reports – Mayor & Council
Councilor Rudy Vertachnik: Inquired why motions were made to get certain projects done and wanted to know why the cemetery culverts weren’t completed as well as the fencing and cleaning near the Public works garage/Ball field, cleaning the Public Works office and the sidewalk on New York Avenue.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik also stated he wanted a list of all the projects from Public Works.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage stated there’s an Activity Sheet with what they have completed. Councilor Vertachnik stated the activity sheet is the same as the time sheets and did not think the summer office help in the office should be the one typing up the Public Works activity sheet therefore stating he no longer thinks the activity sheet needs to be done.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage stated the activity sheet and the timesheets should match and that it was requested by the council to have what they do put on a separate list.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik stated he wants accountability and wants to know how much time is spent on everything Public Works is doing.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stepped into the conversation, to try to clarify Councilor Rudy Vertachnik’s request.  Councilor Rudy Vertchnik stated that he wants to see what projects they are doing so they don’t overlap and to see if they should be doing a different project than what they are working on, he questions the priorities of the Public Works employees.  Councilor Bob Pontinen stated he wants a schedule from the Public Works.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage reminded the council that many times our workers are interrupted during a project and must step away to complete something else, therefore sometimes it takes a little bit to get things done because there are few staff trying to complete everything.  Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. suggested Councilor Rudy Vertachnik get in touch with Public Works Director Sam Lautigar and get together and talk.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik stated as a council member he cannot tell Sam what to do and believes he cannot interact with City Employees.
Counselor Rudy Vertachnik said the Clerk can tell him what to do.

Councilor Ryan Redepenning: IT bid from Tusker will be postponed until the next meeting so they can go over somethings with the Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey. 
The roof replacement for the Pavillion at the campground is on hold until the council knows how much is in the campground fund and will look at completing the roof sometime next year.

Councilor Rudy Vertachnik inquired about the AFSCME contract and employees receiving “boss pay.”  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated it was signed last week and pay is retroactive to the first of the year.  Councilor Bob Pontinen stated the inquiry is regarding boss pay.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik believes there are discrepancies in the employee timesheets.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay suggested this not be discussed during a council meeting. Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage said she will look into it and see if any corrections need to be made and reminded the council that if they feel there are any issues with employee timesheets they need to be brought to the attention of the Clerk before a meeting so it can be looked at to see if there is an issue.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik responded that it must be brought up at a council meeting to know that there is a problem.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage stated then there is no time to look into it and to address any questions or concerns he has.

Councilor Bob Pontinen: Councilor Bob Pontinen asked Attorney Bryan Lindsay about the annexation.  Attorney Bryan Lindsay has a few more things to complete before he brings a Resolution for the next meeting.

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. :  Gave City Attorney Bryan Lindsay a couple things to look at for the next meeting: East Mesabi and separate billing and base fees.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay just received the contract and will need some time to go through it to make sure the City is protected and compare it to the proposal that was presented to make sure everything is correct.  

City Attorney Bryan Lindsay requested the state trail proposal be moved to the next meeting so there is some time to look into it, as well.

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. suggested the council review the culverts up at the cemetery.  He would like to add more rock (riprap) down towards the Summit Street culverts and suggest Mesabi Bituminous be called after the culverts are removed to add the riprap.  Councilor Bob Pontinen suggested a few other places where it could be purchased.
Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. reminded volunteers to meet at City Hall at 8am on the 3rd of July.  He wished everyone a safe 4th of July and to come by the morning of the 4th if anyone is interested in volunteering.

Reports – Staff, Boards & Council:
City Attorney Bryan Lindsay: Easement issues that were discussed at previous meetings are worked out for some of the location of some of the utilities.  Continuing to work with the HRA to understand their operations as well as assisting with some clean up.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated he is fairly busy with the City and happy to answer any questions the council may have.

Councilor Rudy Vertachnik inquired if any of the “cease and desist” orders are still active.  Attorney Bryan Lindsay will reach out and get updates.

Councilor Ryan Redepenning clarified the AFSCME contract was signed and is now active. 

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. told City Attorney Bryan Lindsay that staff never received the LELS contract to look over.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated he sent a summary in an email in February and will look back and follow up.

Councilor Rudy Vertachnik stated we are down a few officers and wondering how we would fulfill our contract with Biwabik for protection.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated there is a provision written into their contract that discusses availability and staffing levels, which gives them some flexibility in the contract.

Councilor Bob Pontinen reminded the council the new contract needs to be done by September 1st.  Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey will reach out to the Biwabik Administration to start the process.

Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage: Had a request from Police Chief Ty Techar to request from the council, a special meeting next week to address blight and a hearing for abatement.  

Motion by Councilor Ryan Redepenning, seconded by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik to approve a Special Meeting for blight on Tuesday, June 30th  4:30pm.  MCU


Councilor Rudy Vertachnik inquired when the staff would be paid the retro pay from their AFSCME contract.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage reminded Councilor Vertachnik that she is not the person to answer the questions regarding timesheets and pay but did state she knows it is something Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey has been working on.  He then asked if Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage knows how much was paid out and stated this could be thousands of dollars.  She replied that she does not have that answer and will ask Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey.  Mayor Karl Oberstr, Jr. stated it was budgeted at 3%, everything went up 3%.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik said that the 3% was the levy and to make sure there is enough money to pay it.


Old Business:
Check Register:
a. Check register 6/10/2026

Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. stepped off the chair to make a motion.

Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr. seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen, to approve the 6/10/2026 check register. MCU

Timesheets for Employees:
Councilor Rudy Vertachnik stated he could not approve the timesheets given the questions he has on them.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated we can pull the two timesheets in question and approve the rest and reminded the council to not name the people publicly.  

Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve the timesheets with the exception of two.  MCU

Councilor Rudy Vertachnik questioned the overtime.  He stated he believes there are two employees who spent 9 hours a day for 3 days a week cutting grass, on overtime.  He stated, “We have part-time people that can cut grass that we don't. I don't know if overtime is getting out of hand or if they just pick what they want to do overtime or whatever it is.”  He then went on to say they were cutting grass today near him and that there's things that we can do and can't do, but when someone is cutting the grass and sitting on the machine smoking a cigarette while they’re doing it, that to him, it is not exactly “working”. Councilor Rudy Vertachnik said when an employee comes out of the garage in the morning at 10 after 7 and stands in the alley around the ashtray, smoking cigarettes before you go to work, that is not exactly what's in the contract. They’re supposed to be out of the office working.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated the contract states specifically about rest periods and breaks, if there's rest periods or breaks happening outside those times it may be problematic and in addition to that there should be an approval process or some documentation of approval if there's overtime being worked that's under the terms of the contract as well. Councilor Rudy Vertachnik said he didn't think we have that so until we get that established, which takes time to get that established and let everybody know I would like to make a motion that we don't have any more overtime in the public works or office.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage suggested they discuss this outside of the meeting so she could try to understand how he thinks the office overtime is happening.
Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. interrupted and stated he should stop the discussion, but Councilor Rudy Vertachnik can bring up his concerns.  Councilor Ryan Redepenning asked if the council could just make a motion for no overtime unless it’s cleared.  Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage reminded the council that they approved overtime in the beginning of the year when they realized there was so much to tackle after the previous clerk left.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay suggested to cut the grass-cutting as overtime.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik disagreed.  Councilor Bob Pontinen stated any overtime shouldn’t happen unless it’s an emergency.  Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. suggested a moratorium, no overtime unless it’s an emergency.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik asked that it includes Public Works and to get something from the office that says they can straighten out the time so they don’t pay so much overtime in the office.  Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. stated the office is short one person and you can’t expect the summer help to fill that.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik questioned the hours the office staff comes in and believes overtime is getting paid to cover the open office hours.  Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. suggested another motion to direct the Interim clerk to fix the problem.

Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik, seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen to approve the moratorium of overtime unless it’s an emergency.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik, seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen to approve Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey to handle and fix the scheduling and overtime issue in the office and then report back at the next meeting.  MCU

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. reiterated that overtime should be used for emergencies, when things need to be done right now.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik added that the office staff should work the scheduled office hours.  Councilor Bob Pontinen asked City Attorney Bryan Lindsay if they can make it mandatory that staff work 8 to 4:30pm and cannot come in earlier.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated that is the way the contract reads.  
Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. stated the council and any city cannot project in their budget to levy to the community tons of money for overtime, but they have to have a handle on the overtime otherwise the city will be in a wreck.  He then went on to say overtime will be just for emergencies, including critical paperwork, etc. if it takes another half an hour or an hour.  Otherwise, if things can be done tomorrow then they can do them tomorrow.  The overtime is padded a little bit in the levy but they have to make sure it is not out of control.  Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. said we are just trying to have control and not attacking.

New Business:
Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen to table a land use permit for Sam Lautigar, stating they would like to know the height of the garage before approval.  Councilor Rudy Vertachnik wants the drawing to include scale.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning, to approve the supplemental letter agreement to SEH for the community center for $15,000.  MCU
This is for the upsizing of the water supply for the HVAC system and the rest of the building.

Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik, seconded by Councilor Bob Pontinen to table the copier conversation until the next meeting when Interim Clerk Lynn Lorey is back.

Motion by Councilor Ryan Redepenning, seconded by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik to approve the authorization of SEH to go out for bids for the manhole project.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve Resolution 2026-17, accepting a $250 donation from the Arrowhead Library System to the Gilbert Public Library.  MCU


Miscellaneous: 



Motion by Councilor Rudy Vertachnik seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning, to adjourn meeting at 7:33 PM.   MCU
*These minutes are paraphrased and are not written word for word.
*These minutes are a redacted version of the original minutes.  Council approved the minutes with the redaction on July 14, 2026.


ATTEST:                                                              
     ___________________________________
                                                                              Marion DeLage, Administrative Assistant
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor
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