City of Gilbert
		Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting
Tuesday, July 14, 2026
Council Chambers

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 6:13PM
Quorum determined.
	
Present: Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., Councilor Bob Pontinen, Councilor Paul Skrbec, Councilor Ryan Redepenning; Interim Clerk/Treasurer Lynn Lorey, Administrative Assistant Marion DeLage, City Attorney Bryan Lindsay
Absent with Notice: Councilor Rudy Vertachnik
Pledge of Allegiance

Additions to the Agenda: Add to the Consent Agenda: July 7, 2026 Cemetery Board Minutes and June 1, 2026 Library Board Minutes; Add to New Business: D. Special Meeting Tuesday, July 21, 2026 to interview candidates for the Clerk/Treasurer position; and E. Furnace quote and discussion.

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve the Additions to the Agenda. MCU  

Consent Agenda:
	City Council Minutes
· June 23, 2026 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes – some portions will need redacting.
· June 23, 2026 City Council Working Session Minutes
· June 30, 2026 City Council Special Meeting Minutes 

Boards and Commission Minutes
· July 7, 2026 Cemetery Board Meeting Minutes

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve the Consent Agenda with the redactions. MCU  

Public Participation: None


Reports – Mayor & Council
Councilor Bob Pontinen: Nothing at this time.

Councilor Ryan Redepenning: mentioned the garbage left in the streets after the July 3rd street dance.  Also noted that no garbage receptacles were in the beach area.  Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. stated next year will be better as he will have Public Works add more cans and there should not be a moratorium on overtime then.  Councilor Bob Pontinen thought he recalled East Mesabi Sanitation stating they would clean up after the festivities.  Interim Clerk/Treasurer Lynn Lorey said they were only going to bring the canisters and canister pick up for free.

Councilor Paul Skrbec: Thanked the Police Department for the many hours put in on the 3rd and 4th of July in Gilbert and Biwabik.
Councilor Paul Skrbec noted that he spoke with Jaime from east Mesabi Sanitation and was told they reached out to public works prior to the festivities, with no reciprocation.  With the grievance going on and the lack of communication from the public works team, Councilor Paul Skrbec stated this is not OK.  City Attorney Bryan Lindsay is aware of the situation. 
Councilor Paul Skrbec stated that he is embarrassed, appalled and disappointed in the conduct of the last meeting and most importantly, from the structural standpoint and how the council works, he stated we can do better, all of a sudden, a major change to how we operate the city of Gilbert by declaring a moratorium on overtime.  He then went on to say it should have been a public agenda item per the open meeting law.  The public should have had an opportunity to discuss and weigh in on that decision and the bargaining groups associated with that should have had the ability to participate.  We can’t change it now, but I think it would be good for this body to have an ordinance requiring city council training on open meeting laws on basic city government functioning administration.  Councilor Paul Skrbec will be putting forward an ordinance requiring training.

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr.:  Thank you to everyone on the Police Department, all the volunteers for the Kiddie parade; Interim Clerk/Treasurer Lynn Lorey and her husband Chris, Administrative Assistant Marion Delage, Councilor Paul Skrbec and Brian Gentile, as well as Pete Makowski and Kari Zeiher and her helpers.  All the volunteers were so helpful. Thank you to the 3rd of July committee for selecting him as Grand Marshall.  Everything went well, with just a few hiccups.  Thank you to those citizens for coming out to help clean up the city.
The Gazebo fund is a private entity so donations given to them will now go straight to them and not through the city first.

Reports – Staff, Boards & Council:
Fire Chief Anthony Nemanick: The City has crews up in Ely helping with the fires.  We currently have a day shift crew headed back and a night shift crew heading up at 5:30pm and another day shift crew going up in the morning.  We have also just been asked to provide crews for the next few days so we will be up there the rest of the week doing 12 hour shifts.  Engine 15 is also up there.  After discussion with the DNR, there is a “no open flame” fire ban on Gilbert, Genoa and Sparta.
Fire hoses will be tested tomorrow.
A huge thank you to the Gilbert Bank.  They showed up and brought snacks and Gatorade to the crews going up to Ely.  Councilor Skrbec stated one of his guests also has a pallet of water to donate.
There is personnel in town, for coverage if an emergency arises.


City Attorney Bryan Lindsay: Nothing at this time.  Councilor Paul Skrbec asked if they could have a closed session to talk about personnel on a broad city-wide perspective?  How would it be handled?  Things like overtime, how would we best handle that?  Attorney Lindsay stated the general answer is if it’s just very high-level discussion about personnel issues not specific to a person or specific to a negotiation, the answer would be no because that’s presumed to be “open.”  There’s a set number of statutory bases that would allow us to close a meeting.  If it were a discipline issue, there’s an avenue to close the meeting.  If it’s creating a negotiation strategy for labor negotiations, there/s an avenue to close.  But just having general policy discussions about implementation of overtime, things like that generally are presumed to be open, tough to close.
Councilor Paul Skrbec then suggested the council would include that as a topic for the work session.  If it’s regarding discipline, it would be a closed session.  Councilor Bob Pontinen stated he would like to discuss a specific employee regarding overtime and their attitude.  Attorney Bryan Lindsay stated he would talk to Councilor Bob Pontinen after the meeting.

Police Chief Ty Techar: We had 2 in jail before the festivities even started and 30-40 calls for service during the day.  We are working on more properties for cleanup.  After the abatement hearing, 11 vehicles were towed and 5 or 6 parcels were cleaned up.  The month of June brought them 340 calls for service and in July, so far, we have just hit 201 calls.  This will probably be one of our busiest months in the history of Gilbert.  We are expecting to exceed 400 calls for service.  People seem to be on edge with the heat right now.  

Motion was made by Councilor Skrbec, seconded by Pontinen to abate the property at 4777 Differding Point.  MCU

Mayor Karl Oberstar Jr., stated he was worried about the health of the officers working overtime while they are short staffed.  Police Chief Ty Techar stated there are two working now, one in the military, a part time officer from the past that is coming back to fill in and 3 coming back at the end of the month.

Councilor Paul Skrbec inquired if there was a designated cooling shelter in place if the heat gets extreme.  Police Chief Ty Techar stated there is a procedure in place and it depends on the number of people affected.  We have access in this town and others, if needed.

Interim Clerk/Treasurer Lynn Lorey: Mesabi Mountain Trail proposal, they are looking for support from the City for the new loop (.2 miles of state land) on Mesabi Mountain Trail.  A resolution will be made for the next meeting.

Interim Clerk/Treasurer Lynn Lorey also presented material from the League of Minnesota Cities regarding a free workshop/training for the city council and staff regarding roles and responsibilities.  They would come here and work with us.

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve the League of Minnesota Cities to come up and do this workshop with the council and staff.  MCU

Motion made by Councilor Skrbec, seconded by Ryan Redepenning to approve a half marathon on the 3rd weekend in August 15, 2026.  It was noted that Trail Jam and Scubapalooza will also be happening that weekend.
Interim Clerk/Treasurer stated the AFSCME contract was signed May 15, 2026 and will provide full contracts to the council at the last meeting.  She will also provide a list of projects to keep everyone updated on progress and discussed how she will be filling out the form.
Discussion on rip rap to backfill.  Will get a quote from Mesabi Bituminous.
Audit update is

Old Business:
Check Register:
a. Check register 6/23/2026 – 7/3/2026
b. Check register 7/6/2026 – 7/9/2026
c. 
Motion by Councilor Ryan Redepenning seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec, to approve the 6/23/2026-7/3/2026 and 7/6/2026—7/9/2026 check registers. MCU

Timesheets for Employees:

Councilor Ryan Redepenning suggested making sure if staff have other hours than what is expected then they fill out the right side of their timesheets.

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve the timesheets for 6/7/2026 – 6/20/2026 and 6/21/2026 – 7/4/2026.  MCU

Community Center project update – the plumbing inspector is waiting for S.E.H. to submit new drawings from the changes.  BP Builders did get the drawings over to the inspector, so at this point we are waiting for approval from the plumbing inspector to continue with finishing the project.

Old Business:
Quotes for a new copier machine for the City Hall office were presented.  Interim Clerk/Treasurer Lynn Lorey submitted her recommendations for the Toshiba 4525.  MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve Toshiba 4525 for the City Hall office.  MCU

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., stepped off the chair to make a motion.

Motion by Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr., seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec to approve Resolution 2026-16 for the City of Gilbert to PFA to apply for $3, 550,000. MCU

Motion by Councilor Paul Skrbec, seconded by Councilor Ryan Redepenning to approve a Special Meeting for July 21, 2026, for the purpose of conducting Clerk/Treasurer interviews.  MCU
last two years.
Discussion on a furnace quote for the City Hall building.  It was suggested replacing one furnace at a time and/or repair the existing furnaces.  The original furnaces have been in use since 1993.  The quote includes the air conditioning.

Mayor Karl Oberstar, Jr. read Resolution 2026-18.

Miscellaneous: 



Motion by Councilor Ryan Redepenning seconded by Councilor Paul Skrbec, to adjourn meeting at 7:45 PM.   MCU
*These minutes are paraphrased and are not written word for word.

ATTEST:                                                              
     ___________________________________
                                                                             Lynn Lorey, Interim Clerk/Treasurer
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor
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